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pon for the punishment of Wazir Khan and Sacha-
nand. With a large body of Sikhs Banda went
north, defeated Wazir Khan and killed him in single
jcombat. In Sarhinrl Banda found the wicked
Sachanand. The Sikhs fixed an iron ring in his nose
and putting a rope through it, they led him through
the streets. Every passer by struck the wretch with
a shoe or a stick until he died.
The Guru did not live to hear of his enemies'
downfall. One day the Guru was preaching at
Nander, when an Afghan, Gul Khan by name, who
had often listened to him, suddenly took offence at
some words he had used. He drew his dagger and
stabbed the Guru three times. The latter did not
recover although the emperor sent his own surgeons
to attend him. As Gobind Singh lay dying, the
leading Sikhs asked him to name a successor. He
refused saying :
* Henceforth the Guru shall be the Khalsa and the Khalsa
shall be the Guru. I have infused the spirit both of my
mind and body into the Granth Sahib and the Khalsa/
Gobind Singh died in 1708 a year after Aurang-
zib, having reigned gloriously for thirty-three years.
Shortly after his death he appeared to one of his
disciples, who was a hermit. The disciple went to
the mourning Sikhs and said, fYou think that the
Guru is dead. I saw him this very morning on a
bay horse. When I bowed to him, he said, "Come,
0  Hermit, let me behold thee.    Happy am_ I that
1  have met thee at the last moment."   I asked the
Guru where he was going.    He smiled and said that
he was going to hunt in the forest.    He carried a
bow and his arrows were fastened round his waist/